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There is a famous quote attributed to Alexis de Tocqueville that says:  
 

I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her commodious 
harbors and her ample rivers, and it was not there. I sought for the 
greatness and genius of America in her fertile fields and boundless 
forests, and it was not there. I sought for the greatness and genius of 
America in her rich mines and her vast world commerce, and it was not 
there. I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her public 
school system and her institutions of learning, and it was not there. I 
sought for the greatness and genius of America in her democratic 
Congress and her matchless Constitution, and it was not there. Not 
until I went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits flame 
with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. 
America is great because she is good, and if America ever ceases to be 
good, she will cease to be great. 

 
While it turns out that Tocqueville evidently never penned those words, like 

so many other unattributed or misattributed famous quotations, it makes it no less 
true in that it has been requoted many times by very prominent U.S. politicians of 
both major political parties. However, we do have other quotations from 
Tocqueville that were included in his 1835 to 1840 publication, Democracy in 
America. Therein, he stated, “Liberty cannot be established without morality, nor 
morality without faith.” Sounds complementary to John Adams’ famous October 
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11, 1798 quotation, “Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious 
People. It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”  

America is now no longer great because America is no longer good, i.e., no 
longer moral or religious! That does not mean there are not many good moral and 
religious people in America, but the majority of them have elected a majority of 
government officials that are no longer good, thus making America no longer 
good, and therefore America has ceased to be great.   

During the time of Christ, the Jews rejected Jesus as the promised Messiah. 
That does not mean that every Jew rejected Jesus as the Christ (the Greek 
equivalent of the Jewish Messiah), but the majority of the Jews supported the 
majority of the Jewish leadership that in turn rejected Jesus as the promised 
Messiah. Thus, the promised kingdom was postponed which ushered in the 
current Church Age. As such, good came from bad in that this rejection of the 
Christ has given us who are moral and religious, a hope that we otherwise would 
never have had the opportunity to exhibit or enjoy along with the expectation of 
eternal life in heaven with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the Triune Holy 
Godhead. What good, if any, may come about due to the demise of American 
greatness remains to be seen. Certainly, Satan is having a field day as he rejoices in 
America’s rejection of a Holy God, knowing that many will join him in trying 
(unsuccessfully, however) to overthrow Jesus as King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
even as their condemnation to eternity in the fires of Hell is assured.  

While history is strewn with accounts of man’s rejection of God, America was 
founded on the principles of men having the freedom to worship God as each one 
sees fit.  Irrespective of each individual’s attitude towards God, to this point, our 
great nation publicly acknowledged the divine intervention and gracious provisions 
to the nation as a whole from the Creator God as stated in our founding 
documents. However, the current Congress along with the progressives in this 
nation have driven the final nails in the coffin of America’s once former greatness, 
now dead. 
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The seeds of Godlessness in our society have been fomenting for decades as 
we have sought to displace the Creator God with evolutionary propaganda that 
does not allow for dissent, we have sanctioned the murder of the unborn without 
public retribution, and we have honored deviate lifestyles such as homosexuality 
to be deemed as normal and acceptable to a holy God who adamantly declared 
the exact opposite in his holy Word (Romans 1). We have deified animals as having 
more rights than man in complete juxtaposition to the commands of God when He 
formed man from the dust of the earth. 

However, we have now topped all of these sins by determining a gender-
neutral society that honors transgenderism and other such deviate descriptive 
nomenclatures. As my pastor brother noted (which was also later invoked by 
Franklin Graham, among other righteous people I am sure), that the majority of 
our leadership in Congress shook its proverbial fist at the face of Holy God and 
declared, “We do not want your brand of holiness.” Of course, this rejection of 
God has long been coming with such aberrations from gender-neutral bibles to 
transgender public restrooms. But, Congress’ formal declaration of its rejection of 
Holy God this week is beyond the pale, essentially telling the God of the Bible, “We 
no longer want you in our lives or in our nation!”  

The God of the Bible declared in His holy Word how He, the Triune God, 
formed the heavens and the earth wherein He further declared that He alone 
created mankind in His image as stated by Him in Genesis 1:26-28: 

26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let 
them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the 
livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along 
the ground.” 27So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him, male and female he created them. 28God blessed 
them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number, fill the 
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the 
air and over every living creature that moves on the ground. (NIV – 
1984 edition; underline mine - DRS) 
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 God’s image is sacred to Him. In Genesis 9:5-6, we see the evidence of this 
when God says to Noah: 

5And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will 
demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man, too, I 
will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man. 6Whoever 
sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the 
image of God has God made man. (NIV – 1984 edition) 

 
Holy God will demand an accounting from everyone who not only has 

performed an abortion along with other murders, but also will demand an 
accounting from those who approve of such and refuse to invoke capital 
punishment on those who perform such atrocities. In addition, there can be no 
doubt that He will also demand an accounting from those who support the non-
gender designations in that they have rejected God and shaken their fist in His holy 
face by declaring that they are rejecting His designation of a man and a woman, 
created in His image. 

It is interesting that while Tocqueville did not write the quotation for which 
he is most famous, a James Wood of The New Yorker did pen a lesser-known 
warning from Tocqueville in an article applicable to today:  

Tocqueville warned that modern democracy may be adept at inventing 
new forms of tyranny because radical equality could lead to the 
materialism of an expanding bourgeoisie and to the selfishness of 
individualism. "In such conditions, we might become so enamored with 
'a relaxed love of present enjoyments' that we lose interest in the 
future of our descendants...and meekly allow ourselves to be led in 
ignorance by a despotic force all the more powerful because it does not 
resemble one", wrote The New Yorker's James Wood. Tocqueville 
worried that if despotism were to take root in a modern democracy, it 
would be a much more dangerous version than the oppression under 
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the Roman emperors or tyrants of the past who could only exert a 
pernicious influence on a small group of people at a time.  

In contrast, a despotism under a democracy could see "a multitude of 
men", uniformly alike, equal, "constantly circling for petty pleasures", 
unaware of fellow citizens and subject to the will of a powerful state 
which exerted an "immense protective power". Tocqueville compared a 
potentially despotic democratic government to a protective parent who 
wants to keep its citizens (children) as "perpetual children" and which 
does not break men's wills, but rather guides it and presides over 
people in the same way as a shepherd looking after a "flock of timid 
animals". 

 So, what are we to do in response to the senseless despotism we see coming 
from Washington and other political power bases in the recent past and will 
continue, I am sure, in the future? Should we give up and wait for the end to 
come?  

The Apostle Paul dealt with a similar conundrum in 2nd Thessalonians. Some 
false prophets declared that the Second Coming had already occurred and those 
remaining had missed the event. Many Christians of the time became discouraged 
and stopped leading productive lives. I quote most of chapters 2 and 3 below: 

2  1Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being 
gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to become easily unsettled 
or alarmed by some prophecy, report, or letter supposed to have come 
from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come. 3 Don’t let 
anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the 
rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man 
doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over 
everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up 
in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you, I used to tell you 
these things? 6 And now you know what is holding him back, so that he 
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may be revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power of 
lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will 
continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. 8 And then the lawless 
one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the 
breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 9 The 
coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of Satan 
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 10and 
in every sort of evil that deceives those who are perishing. They perish 
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this 
reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe 
the lie 12 and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the 
truth but have delighted in wickedness. 

13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by 
the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be 
saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in 
the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might 
share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers, stand 
firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by 
word of mouth or by letter. 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 
loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good   
hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed 
and word. 
3  1Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. 2 And pray that 
we may be delivered from wicked and evil men, for not everyone has 
faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you 
from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the Lord that you are doing 
and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct 
your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance. 
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6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, 
to keep away from every brother who is idle and does not live 
according to the teaching you received from us. 7 For you yourselves 
know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we 
were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On 
the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we 
would not be a burden to any of you. 9 We did this, not because we do 
not have the right to such help, but in order to make ourselves a model 
for you to follow. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
rule: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” 

11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they 
are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to settle down and earn the bread they eat. 13 And as for you, 
brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 

14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take 
special note of him. Do not associate with him, in order that he may 
feel ashamed. 15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a 
brother (NIV – 1984 edition; underline mine - DRS) 

 
I am in the process of beginning to teach through Revelation in my adult 

Sunday School class. I noted as part of the introduction that Christians in the 
Apostle John’s day were going through terrible ordeals because the emperor 
Domitian was demanding that he be called Lord and God. When Christians 
refused, they were often slain in one form or another (crucifixion, beheaded, etc.). 
John was placed in a penal colony on the island of Patmos (Revelation 1:9). God, 
Himself, gave the Revelation to Jesus Christ to give to John to encourage those 
who were under affliction, thus John could write, “Blessed is the one who reads 
the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart 
what is written in it, because the time is near.” Revelation 1:3 (NIV – 1984 edition)  
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So, I urge those of you who truly are saved to remain faithful. But what does 
it mean “to remain faithful?” Many of you reading this have remained faithful just 
as those in Paul’s and John’s day did. Those passages cited above were written 
more than anything to encourage the faithful to stay the course and to “keep on 
keeping on” even when things were falling apart all around them. Thus, we should 
continue in prayer, Bible reading, and Bible study. We need to pray for one 
another (Ephesians 6:18). Plus, we especially need to continue to congregate with 
other believers when at all possible, to encourage them and be encouraged by 
them. This is called fellowship as commanded in the New Testament wherein we 
are not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together (Hebrews 10:25) such that 
we “let the word of Christ dwell richly in (us) as (we) teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom, and as (we) sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
with gratitude in (our) hearts to God. And whatever (we) do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.” (Colossians 3:16-17 – NIV, 1984 edition). Just to let you know, I read 
the rest of the letter from God to the Apostle John through Jesus Christ (i.e., the 
book of Revelation), and in the end Jesus the Christ, the eternally begotten Son of 
God, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords wins – along with all those who are true 
believers and thereby remain loyal to the truth of His Word.  

In the meantime, until the end comes, Paul “commanded and urged” those 
in Thessalonica who were being unproductive to “settle down and earn the bread 
you eat.” I.e., continue going to work, earning a living, being productive just as he 
led by example as stated in verses 7-10. He further commanded those faithful 
servants in Thessalonica to “never tire of doing what is right.” Remember, that no 
matter how bad it gets, God is in control and in the end, He will seek His revenge. 
We are to live peaceably with all men “as much as it is possible” knowing that God 
will repay these evil doers (Romans 12:18-19). Finally, pray for our government 
authorities, as hard as it may be, while trying to warn them of their impending 
doom. (1 Timothy 2:1-4). As noted in passages like Isaiah 10:1-2: 1Woe to those 
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who make unjust laws, to those who issue oppressive decrees, 2to deprive the 
poor of their rights and withhold justice from the oppressed of my people….  

Reverting back to the issue of America’s greatness at this point. Those who 
claim that America’s best days are yet ahead are doing nothing more than hoping 
against all hope that what they are proclaiming is true, even when it is not. The 
history of mankind demonstrates unequivocally that once a society attains this 
level of enmity towards the God of the Bible, there is no long-term recovery, no 
turning back. Even after Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah (Jonah 3), 
considered by many to be the greatest revival in history, less than 150 years later 
they continued their earlier rebellion against Holy God and this time God 
destroyed Nineveh, the capital city of the most powerful and unbeatable nation on 
earth at that time, as predicted especially by the prophet Nahum throughout his 
prophetic book, and also by the prophet Zephaniah (Zephaniah 2:13-15). So, in the 
face of this adversity towards God, I urge you to remain faithful and keep on 
keeping on as long as the Lord continues to delay His coming again. 2 Peter 3:3-13.  

 
Maranatha and Amen!   Don Shrader 
 


