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Addressing the Mass Shootings Spectacle 
 
Growing up in the 1950’s and ‘60’s, we were never confronted with mass 
shootings of innocent people, school lockdowns, armed security guards in schools 
and churches, etc. So, what was different then from today? 
 

 Availability of guns? Not so different! Guns were widely available. Almost 
every kid had a BB gun or two. It was not unusual for some high school kids 
to hunt on their way to and/or from school and thus had a rifle hanging in the 
back of his pickup truck.  
 

 Availability of Ammunition? Not so different! Ammunition was widely 
available. Admittedly, much of it was .22 caliber for target practice or rabbit 
and squirrel hunting. Also, a lot of cans and bottles bit the dust in those days.  
 

 Availability of Fireworks? Different! We had all kinds of fireworks 
available – even to kids, including cherry bombs (the real ones) and M80’s 
which are no longer available to the general public today.  
 

 Video Games? Definitely very different! We did not have computers much 
less mobile phones and tablets. The closest we had to video games were 
pinball machines and carnival games – and those cost money to play. While 
one could win a “free play” or two by reaching a certain score, gambling 
machines and operations were illegal (not that there was not a lot of money 
bet on everything from games to sports to whatever – but it was illegal). 
 

 Social Media? Definitely different. Our social media was to go outside and 
play with our friends and neighbors. On occasion, we attended a family 
reunion where we got to know distant cousins in person, not across some 
media platform.  
 

 Movies that exploited unmitigated violence and mass shootings? Absolutely 
different then from today. The most gruesome movies we typically had 
available were cowboy movies, ghost stories, and Vincent Price movies. I 
remember the movie “Psycho” by Alfred Hitchcock being avant-garde at the 
time. By today’s movie standards, it would be mundane.  
 

 Lack of parental authority and discipline? Very different today in too many 
cases. While not every parent in the ‘50’s and particularly the ‘60’s was 
diligent in the oversight of their children, both the school authorities and 
parents were, in general, more involved in the direct oversight of their 
children. There was no such thing as kids being able to sue their parents 
because of mental anguish. 
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 Respect for God? Yes – very different! While the majority of the population 
in the 50’s and 60’s were not necessarily believers, the majority did have a 
respect for God in the sense that they did not oppose believers, nor 
superimpose their human desires above those who were God-fearing 
Christians. There were no Little League games or practices on Sunday as 
that was the day set aside by believers to worship the Lord. In the ‘50’s, we 
still had Sunday Blue Laws; as such, most businesses were closed on 
Sunday. Most businesses were closed on Saturday as well in observance of 
the Jewish Sabbath with Sunday being the first day of the new week known 
as The Lord’s Day.  

 
The list could go on for several pages but the above items get to the heart of the 

issue. This highlights the kinds of items that are taboo to discuss among the general 
public, and in particular among the liberal/progressives of today’s society. This is 
the one time that they invoke the Constitution by citing (and misconstruing the true 
meaning of) the First Amendment. This is the one time that they do not want their 
freedoms infringed. After all, I would contend that most of the violent video 
games, movies, and television shows are created by liberals/progressives who then 
profit the most from the revenue generated therefrom. The Hollywood types who 
supposedly disdain guns and violence make millions creating movies and TV 
shows that super glorifies violent bloodshed, which then spurs the creation of 
companion video games.  

The night of the Uvalde mass murders, I was flipping channels when I came 
across the beginning of a TV show called, “FBI.” In the opening scene, two bad 
guys dressed all in black are killing various people (I was not watching that 
carefully to know if they were supposedly cops or innocent bystanders) when a 
Security guard of some kind shows up with an AK style rifle and the bad guy 
shoots him right in the forehead. I may not be a psychiatrist but I have no doubt 
this kind of action provides exciting stimulus to disturbed young men, like the one 
in Texas or the one in Buffalo a few days before, to become engaged in like action 
of some kind, such as murdering 19 grade school children in cold blood – whether 
for a cause or just for the exhilaration of it.  

In addition to the adrenaline rush and actual brain alterations caused by these 
violent video games, movies, and TV shows, unlimited time on social media with 
“friends,” many of like mind no doubt, with virtually no parental supervision, 
creates an unbelievable rush for these disturbed young men who then irresponsibly 
act on their emotions, seeking the thrill of the kill. (Evidently it is unbelievable 
because of the number of people that don’t believe this while believing an 
inanimate object is the problem.) 
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In engineering, we have a process called “root-cause analysis.” What we need is 
to get to the root cause of these killings and put a stop to the real cause, not try to 
force-fit a solution that is no solution, i.e., gun control.  

It is interesting that some schools and other agencies, with authority and 
oversight over our kids, are actually instructing, encouraging, and enabling the kids 
to outright lie to their parents. Teachers are required by threat of disciplinary 
actions, including termination, not to reveal any such lies and altered behaviors to 
the parents. (Behaviors include, for instance, allowing the child time to change 
clothes after arriving at school to align with their now selected gender without the 
parents knowing about such behavior).  

People keep yelling that the time has come to do something about these mass 
murders. I agree. Let’s do something indeed! We can start by addressing the true 
root cause of these insidious actions – get the violent video games, movies, and TV 
shows out of the hands, eyes, and minds of these young people as well as restrict 
their social media time and availability. Impossible you say! Then so is stopping 
mass murders – without implementing a second solution. If we are unwilling to 
actively address the root cause of these mass murders, then we truly have only one 
“common sense” alternative and that is to arm the good guys. We not only need to 
arm the good guys – resource officers, teachers, and ordinary citizens in and 
around these soft targets, we also need to help them get appropriate training. There 
is no such things as “too much training.” It would be wonderful if people like 
Soros, Bloomberg, Gates, Bezos, et. al., would spend their financial resources 
encouraging and helping good people – law-abiding “good guys” – get the training 
necessary to defend innocent people against an active shooter instead of wasting 
their money attacking the good guys and our Constitution. As has been the case in 
almost all active shooter incidents, the perpetrators target “gun-free” zones and the 
like because they know they will be free to undertake their dastardly deeds 
unabated for a long length of time – sufficient to do enough harm to get the 
notoriety they ultimately desire.  

Regarding Soros, Bloomberg, Gates, Bezos, et. al., one should realize that all of 
these are part of Klaus Schwab’s Great Reset. If anyone listened to Schwab last 
week along with some of his compatriots, their goal of total world domination 
reminded me of Adolf Hitler in his prime. It was scary to say the least. Of course, 
the one obstacle standing in the way of their goal is the plethora of armed U.S. 
citizens. Thus, all of the discussions about doing away with the Second 
Amendment and confiscating the guns of citizens in response to these latest mass 
murders fits well with the Great Reset objectives. Their diabolical schemes makes 
any mass murder pale in comparison. Remember John Adams’ old adage, “An 
armed man is a citizen, an unarmed man is a subject.” 


